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Nationa1 Oceanic and Atmo~pheric Administration
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1305 East-West Highway
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I~E: Schedulin~ in the Appeal of Islander ":a~t I-ipclinc Company, L.L.C.,
From au Objection by the State of Connccticu~ Department of
Environmental Protection to :I Con~istcney Certification for the Islander
East Pipeline Project

Dcar Mr. Blum:

As you are aware, Islander Ea."t Pipeline Company. L.L.C. ("Jslander Ea...t") ha... filed cm
adJllini!)trdliv~ app~al with lh~ DcpiiTtmc..."Tll o[Colwnerce seeking a federal oYt,mdc oflhc Statc
ofConneclicul's °b.jection to Islandcr East's proposed natural gus plpellne. TllC Fcdcral
Register announccmlmt dated Octobcr 3. 2003 indicates that the Public CommcIlt period will be
closcd on Novcmbcr 20,2003. «(18 J;ed. Reg. 57427, October 3, 2003). Pursuant to the
Department'~ regulations, it is anti(,;patoo that thc Sccretary will publi~h a notice in thc Fcdcral
Register after the lhird week in Dcccmbcr stating that the decisjon TeC()rd is closcd. 15 C.l::.R. §
930.130(a). This lcavcs opcn thc question of when the reply bricfs will be required.

In a letter from Karl D. Glcavcs, Assistant Generat Coun.'icl For OCCail Se!vices, dated
January 10,2003 the partics wcrc adviscd tllat each party will have an opportunity to fi]e a reply
hriefbetore thc rcoord closcs. Accordingly, we request that the Dcpartment !;et the briefing
schedule for reply hrief.. at this timc.
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As you arc aware, IsI~tnder East filcd its initia1 brief on February 10,2003 and a
!'uppJemental blicf on August 20,2003. Thcrca1ter, the State ()f(~onnecticut filed its bricfin
upp<1sitl0n on October 4,2003. Tn view of the procccding~ tu date, we would purpo~e the
following:

Islander East [{eply Bricf duc Novcmber 10, 2003.

.

State ofConnccticuL Rq1ly Briefdu~ December 10,2003..
Islander East Sur-Reply Brief if l1eces~ary duc DCCCIIlbcr 19, 2003,

.

Dccision J{ewrd closed, December 20, 2003.

.

W c look forward to hearing fi"om you and are available for a telephone conferencc with
all partjes if that would be helpful.

l{e!;pe~1futly submitt~

-::1(~~' ~...~)
FraIlk L. Amoroso

FLA:mm

COIUICCtiCUt Attorney Genera) 's office
AtUl: David W11Im, Esq.

cc:

1l1omas L. Stanton, Jr.) E~4.
Islander East Pipclinc COmpaI1Y) LLC
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